High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Pooled-Fund Study

Quarterly Conference Call

Wednesday, October 5, 2005 at 11 AM EDT

Minutes

1. Introductions and Review of Agenda

Wayne Ugolik (New York State DOT) chaired the meeting.  Introductions were made and the agenda was reviewed.  The attendees are listed at the end of the minutes.

2. Membership Status

· Neil Spiller (FHWA) reported on the membership and financial status.

· In FY2005, 8 states provided funding commitment.  Commitment totals $280,000.  6 of the 8 states have obligated funds.  Members may inquire their funding status with Neil or Ming-Shiun Lee (URS).

· 6 states have made financial commitment for FY2006 to date.  Current commitment totals $210,000 for FY2006.  1 state has obligated funds for FY2006.

3. Project Progress Report

Ming-Shiun Lee reported the progress and status of current and future projects.  The progress report was in Attachment No. 1.

· HOV Facility Performance Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Handbook

Incremental delivery of the draft chapters has begun in July 2005.  4 draft chapters have been delivered so far.  The final handbook was expected in November 2005.

· Analysis of HOV Lane Hours of Operations and Eligibility Requirements

The contractor was currently working on the draft handbook chapters.  The complete draft handbook was expected in November 2005.  The final handbook would be available in February 2006.

· HOV Lane Enforcement Handbook

Incremental delivery of the draft chapters has begun in July 2005.  5 draft chapters have been delivered for review.  The final handbook was expected in November 2005.

· HOV Lane Safety considerations Handbook

The draft handbook was available on the project web page for review.  The final handbook was expected in November 2005.

· Analysis of HOV Lane Hours of Operations and Eligibility Requirements – Primer, Tri-Fold Brochure, and Presentations

The project has recently been awarded.  Project kickoff was anticipated in February 2006, near the completion of the handbook.

· HOV Facility Inventory and Clearinghouse

Contract award recommendation has been sent to the FHWA Contract Office.  Neil would check on the status of the contract.

· Implications of Lane Pricing on Existing HOV Lanes

A draft statement of work has been developed, which would be reviewed in this teleconference.

· HOV Marketing Handbook – Revision

URS would continue developing the statement of work for this project.

4. Review and Discussion of Implications of Pricing on Existing HOV Lanes Statement of Work

· Group reviewed the draft statement of work for the project.

· Neil noted this project would not include setting up a test scenario.

· Tim Buchanan (Caltrans) noted that Maryland is planning on HOT lanes with continuous access.

· Certain settings and configurations that work in one state may not work in others.  The project would address issues and implications from a global perspective.  The project would also collect relevant literature, case studies, etc.  New studies would be included as they become available.

· Issues related to ranges of tolls and changes of eligibility requirements would also be included.  The project would identify parameters to assist agencies in how to implement pricing on existing HOV lanes.

· Jessie Yung (FHWA) suggested adding two references in the statement of work: Managed Lanes Cross-Cutting Study and Revised Federal-aid HOV Lane Program Guidance (coming soon).

· Comments should be directed to Neil and Ming, as they would continue fine tuning the statement of work.

5. Review and Discussion of Revised Project Proposals

Ming reviewed the revised proposals of the 2 projects selected at the 2005 annual meeting in Seattle.

Automated Vehicle Occupancy Enforcement Study

· This project would identify, review and evaluate: (1) current demonstrations and technologies; (2) emerging concepts and technologies; and (3) potential ideas, concepts, and technologies for the next 25 years.

· System and functional requirements would be defined.

· Issues, challenges, and considerations related to implementation would be discussed.

Evaluation of Markings and Delineation for Concurrent Flow HOV Lanes

· Accident studies should be included.

· Signing would be part of the evaluation.

· In addition to evaluation of user’ understanding on markings and signing, widths of lanes and shoulders, and buffer sizes should be investigated.

· Washington State DOT was performing accident studies.  A report would be available in the next few months and would be shared with the group.

· Caltrans has started looking into the relationship between marking/delineation and accident rates in Orange County.

· The crash rates on the Long Island Expressway have been reduced since the implementation of the HOV lanes.

· This project would analyze the facility as a whole, not focusing on specific areas of the facility.

· TTI has conducted a study on traffic control devices, signing and marking for managed lanes.  The study also provided recommendations to the MUTCD.

6. Discussion of HOV Related Sections in SAFETEA-LU

Jessie Yung provided a summary of the HOV and Tolling related sections in the SAFETEA-LU.  Section 1121 – HOV Facilities and Section 1604 - Tolling were discussed.  Jessie noted that corrections were made on the 1-page handout that was sent to the members previously.  Discussion is summarized below:

· Public Transportation – school buses are included.

· Before SAFETEA-LU, toll authority was obtained through value pricing program.    States now can convert HOV lanes to HOT lanes by obtaining authority under Section 1121.

· States may implement tolling on HOV facilities.  States may allow certified low emission and energy-efficient vehicles to use HOV and HOT facilities.  Those vehicles may pay discounted tolls for using HOT facilities.

· States may allow exempt vehicles to use HOV facilities.  States however need to obtain FHWA approval to allow exempt vehicles into HOV on Interstate highways.

· EPA would set criteria and issue a final rule to establish the certification and labeling requirements for low emission and energy-efficient vehicles.  FHWA would inquire EPA the time line.

· FHWA would provide a revised HOV guidance by the end of 2005.  FHWA would also prepare tolling guidelines on Section 1604 by the end of 2005.

7. Next Meeting

· The next quarterly conference would be in January 2006.  Members would be notified the exact date and time in a later date.

· The next Annual Meeting would be held in May or June 2006 in New York.

Action Items:

1. Ming to send financial summary to members.

Ming to add Debbi Howard to e-mail distribution list.
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